DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Mon 2nd May:
Tues 3rd May:
Tues 3rd May:
10.00am
Wed 4th May:
10.00am
Wed 4th May:
11.00am
Fri 6th May:
8.00pm
Sat 7th May:
8.00am
Mon 9th May:
9.45am
Mon 9th May:
6.30pm
Tues 10th May: 10.00am
Tues 10th May: 7.30pm
Fri 13th May:
8.00pm
Sat 14th May:
8.00am
Mon 16th May: 9.45am
Mon 16th May: 6.30pm
Tues 17th May: 10.00am
Wed 18th May: 10.00am
Wed 18th May: 12.00
Fri 20th May:
8.00pm
Sat 21st May:
8.00am
Sat 21st May
7.30pm
Mon 23rd May: 9.45am
Mon 23rd May: 6.30pm
Tues 24th May: 10.00am
Wed 25th May: 12.00
Fri 27th May:
8.00pm
Sat 28th May:
8.00am
Tues 31st May: 10.00am

EARLY MAY BANK HOLIDAY
Monthly Day of Prayer and Fasting
Sunshine Community Café in Royal Room
Holy Communion in Royal Room
Mothers Union in Royal Room
Choir Practice in church
Ella’s Exercise Class in Royal Room
Sparkles in Royal Room
Ignite Youth Group in Youth Room
Sunshine Community Café in Royal Room
PCC in Royal Room
Choir Practice in church
Ella’s Exercise Class in Royal Room
Sparkles in Royal Room
Ignite Youth Group in Youth Room
Sunshine Community Café in Royal Room
Holy Communion in Royal Room
MCC in Royal Room
Choir Practice in church
Ella’s Exercise Class in Royal Room
Quiz Night in church hall
Sparkles in Royal Room
Ignite Youth Group in Youth Room
Sunshine Community Cafe in Royal Room
Mature Companions Club in Royal Room
Choir Practice in church
Ella’s Exercise Class in Royal Room
Sunshine Community Cafe in Royal Room

Looking ahead …….
Saturday 23rd July —A ‘Summer Sale’, along the lines of the Nearly
New sale held last summer. More details to follow nearer the date.
Saint Chad’s Church Office
The Church Office is open every day between 10am and 1pm, for enquiries of any kind.
Pauline Loomes or Sarah Haler, our Church Administrators, can be contacted by:
tel: 020 8597 8076
email: churchoffice@stchads.church
website: www.stchads.church

Chadderbox May 2022
The Newsletter of Saint Chad’s
Church, Chadwell Heath
See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:19
By God’s grace my mother is staying with us for a week or two. She is an avid
gardener; we are not so. And she lives in a flat which doesn’t have a garden so,
when given the chance, she’s like a whippet out of the traps to get her green fingers
dirty. (God is good)
She was dismayed at the ‘Poor state of things’ and her head was held firmly in her
hands when she surveyed the scene of neglect that is our garden. ‘I can see I’ve got
my work cut out here’ was her passing comment as she, with secateurs and a
weeding fork in hand, went out of the back door. And she’s done brill!! Chopping
this, cutting that, weeding here and pruning there. In her first two days she’s filled
all of our ‘Green Bags’ to the full and has now run out. (Don’t worry mum, I’ll get
more

).

And then came advice. I was going to call it a lecture but actually it was interesting
and very informative. She began to pass on some of her gardening wisdom that
she’s built up over many, many years and it was good stuff I really need to know. I
won’t go through it all, but the knub of it was, ‘The harder you chop it back the more
it will grow’. (There are exceptions to that she told me – I’ve forgotten what they
were. I can only take in so much about gardening). But I got the basic message.
Cutting and weeding, chopping and pruning, rather than taking away from what we
have, makes room for more and healthier growth to come.
The pandemic can feel to many of us as if we’ve been stripped back in a variety of
ways. Indeed, church feels a bit stripped back. Familiar faces are missing, and we
miss them. Old ways of doing things have become more difficult because we have
less people who can help. Finances are struggling because people and groups aren’t
hiring our halls as they used to. And even on a personal level people are feeling a bit
jaded. Energy and vigour have seeped out from us and we’re having to grapple with
ourselves to get them back.

I want to tell you that in part, that’s all a good thing. In my APCM report I spoke
about parts of our church that are thriving and the myriad possibilities and potential
we have in front of us, but as children of God we’re one with nature and made in the
image of God. We are created and so there is a rhythm and flow to our lives, but
also, being made in the image of God, we need a Sabbath rest. Creation buds in
Spring and blooms in summer, but then comes the revitalising work of autumn, with
its showers and composting of that which wasn’t needed before, but which can
provide crucial nourishment for the coming year. And
that is all followed by rest – winter. A time for creation
to take stock.

Well tilled soil, well pruned tress and a good clear out
all make for a great harvest to come.
Our leaders have been doing some of that autumnal
work already, taking stock of where we are now: our health and needs, but also
starting to look out across the next years as a farmer looks across her field and
begins to ‘See’ the potential of the land. Our Weekend Away will be a great building
block of that work too. (it’s not too late to join the 140ish of us already coming – get
your booking in this month if you haven’t already) A time when we can come
together, get to know each other, take some time out but also be inspired by a great
speaker personally and collectively.
We’re thinking not only of us as a body of Christ, but also of us as individuals. So….
what about you as a person? Do you need some pruning? Do you need some
clearing out? Are you tired or are you thanking God for the space he’s making
available to you for rest? We are created, and so there is a rhythm and flow to our
lives, and God has deliberately put that in place so that we can flourish.
God is going to do great and wonderful things in St. Chad’s Church. But he wants to
do that in your life too. He wants to make a way in the wilderness and bring life
enriching streams to those who are feeling dry and barren. We see it clearly in our
church; do you see it with the same clarity in your life? As all the sayings of Jesus
about him bringing rest and refreshment to you flood into your minds let their
words settle deeply. Reach out to him and be restored, because here’s the thing God wants to do new things in you too.
As someone once said,
There’s nothing so comforting as being held in the arms of Christ’s love.
Martin

Food donations are down in the borough and
queues are getting longer, so please donate
what you can. The following items are
needed:
1. Long life Milk
2. Long life fruit juice
3. Coffee
4. Tinned Spaghetti
5. Hot Chocolate
6. Tinned Meat (Beef and Chicken)
7. Cooking oil
8. Jam
9. Toiletries (shower gel, shampoo, conditioner and toothpaste,
toothbrushes)
10. Washing powder (small size)
The Foodbank are also running low on strong carrier bags - donations of
these are always appreciated!
If you wish to donate, you can bring items to the church on a Sunday or to the
church office any weekday between (10am and 1pm).
Preschool vacancy—Our Preschool are currently
looking for a level 3 in Early Years, key person, for bank
cover, which may lead to a temporary or permanent
post. They are looking for someone who has had some
experience of Early Years work, or who has recently
qualified and is eager to learn. Working hours will be
8.45 -12.45, or 12.30 – 4.30 term-time only. If you are
interested please email Victoria Burke at
preschool@stchads.church, attaching a CV.
If you do not already do so, please kindly consider paying your giving by Standing
Order. This helps us to plan our accounts and budgeting and is much easier and
more efficient. Forms can be picked up in church or from the church office.
Please can you continue to save all your shoeboxes for our Shoebox
Campaign 2022 You can bring them to church or the church office. Thanks.

We are always looking for volunteers in and around
church. If you would like to be more involved in church
life, speak to Pauline or Sarah who can let you know
where help is needed. Alternatively, contact the church
office. No experience or qualifications required, just a
servant heart!
We are especially looking for people to train to run the
vision on the computer during the 10.45am church
service, and for volunteers to do prayers and readings at
services and refreshments after the 9.00am and 10.45am church services,. Help with
gardening is also needed and other volunteering positions are available. Please do
ask if you would like to know more. Thank you.

MAY 2022 SERVICES
Traditional Holy Communion at 9.00 am
This is a Book of Common Prayer (BCP) service every Sunday for those who prefer
something more traditional and reflective and lasts for 50/60 minutes.

All Age/Family Church Morning Worship at 10.45 am
This is a contemporary service, usually with times of worship, prayer and teaching,
and lasts for about 80-90 minutes. When it is not All Age Worship (AAW), children
leave for Junior Church after we have worshipped as a church family for the first
part of the service.
1st May
8th May
15th May
22nd May
29th May

All Age Worship
Family Church with baptism
Family Church with Holy Communion
Family Church
Family Church with Holy Communion

Mid-week Services (Wednesday 10am)
Ignite is a Youth Drop-In for 11-17 year
olds, every Monday during term time,
6.30pm to 8.00pm in the Youth Room,
above the Royal Room.
There are games consoles, football,
basketball, cooking, challenges and
games, with occasional visiting speakers—
activities for everyone, boys and girls
welcome.

For more information, contact Belinda at
belinda@st.chads.church / 07512 307659.
You can help to raise much needed funds for St.
Chad’s if you are an Amazon Shopper by shopping
at smile.amazon.co.uk and choosing “The Parochial
Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of St
Chad Chadwell Heath”. Every little helps!
Not receiving our e-mails? Please complete a consent form from the
back of the church/ church office, and return it to Pauline or to Sarah.

4th May
18th May

Holy Communion in the Royal Room
Holy Communion in the Royal Room

NB there will be no Morning Prayer on 2nd and 4th Wednesday until further notice.
We have a creche for any children under Junior Church age and
parent/s, every Sunday apart from the first Sunday of the
month, which is an All Age service.
The creche is run by our Children and Families worker, Ella, and
takes place in the vestry, which is accessible from the church.
Luminate—for Reception to Year 6 children, every
Sunday apart from All Age service, in the church hall.
Elevate—Year 7-11 children, third and fourth Sunday
only, in the Youth Room.
Ignite– Year 7-11 children, every Monday during term
-time, at 6.30pm in the Youth Room.
See Belinda for more details, or contact her at belinda@stchads.church.

Verse for the Year 2022

As we will be on our Church Weekend Away for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee, we are planning to celebrate before we go.
On Thursday 2nd June, which is a bank holiday, we are planning
to hold a ‘Street Party’ in the church car park to celebrate. This
will consist of a cream tea style meal, music and party games.
Time will be 12.00 noon—2.00pm.
Tickets will be on sale shortly and will cost £5 per adult, £3 for children up to the age
of 14, and under 5’s will be free.
This event cannot go ahead unless there are enough participants, so please sign up
on the sheet at the back of church or let the office know. Volunteers also needed!

ST. CHAD’S WEEKEND AWAY 2022

Tuesday 3rd May is a day of prayer and fasting. Here
are some prayer pointers:
• Prayers for the Refugees and war torn countries.
• The sick, lonely and

Carers.
• People who are struggling
with financial challenges.
Pupils and Students preparing for exams.
Pray for those who are in abusive relationships.
Prayers for those who have lost love ones.
Prayers for those who are traveling to see family
abroad as the restrictions are lifted.
• Pray for St Chad’s Leadership team.
• Pray for world Leaders to have the best interest for
their people and their country.
•
•
•
•

Saturday 21st May—Quiz Night in the church
hall, at 7.30pm. Tables of 8-10 but don’t worry
if you don’t have a team together as you can
join with others! £6 per person. Proceeds will
go into general church funds. Please contact the
church office to book.

We still have a couple of spaces (standard
accommodation only) for the St. Chad’s
Weekend away 2022, 3rd—5th June, but
you will need to book quickly.

Ashburnham is a beautiful stately home in
the countryside of East Sussex, surrounded
by lakes and with lots of open space to take
lovely walks.
Our guest speaker is Paul Harcourt of All Saints, Woodford Wells,
who also heads up New Wine, so promises to give us some
brilliant teaching.
It is also a time to come together as a church family, spend time
with those we know and also time to get to know that that we
don’t know quite so well, with something for every age group.
Christmas Blessings 2022

Following on from the amazing success of our
heart campaign at Christmas, we are now
ready to start knitting and crocheting for next
year’s project. The focus of 2022’s campaign
is sheep—’God loves Ewe!’
Patterns are available at the back of church,
from the church office or you can ask the
church office to email them to you.

