
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
Mon 1st Dec: 9.45am  Sparkles  
Mon 1stDec: 1.00pm  Zoom Prayer Meeting 
Mon 1stDec: 6.30pm  Ignite ( 
Tues 2nd Dec: 10.00am  Sunshine Community Cafe  
Tues 2nd Dec: 1.15pm  Chair Exercise (and 9th and 16th) 
Tues 2nd Dec: 7.30pm  Prayer for Revival  
Tues 2nd Dec: 7.30pm  Lighthouse Home Group 
Wed 3rd Dec: 10.00am  Holy Communion  
Wed 3rd Dec: 11.00am   Mothers Union 
Fri 5th Dec: 12.30pm  Tai Chi (and 12th) 
Fri 5th Dec: 8.00pm  Choir Practice  
Sat 6th Dec: 11,00am  High Road Carol Singing and evangelism 
Mon 8th Dec: 9.45am  Sparkles  
Mon 8th Dec 6.30pm  Ignite  
Tues 9th Dec: 10.00am  Sunshine Community Cafe  
Tues 9th Dec: 2.15pm  Carol Service at Willow Court Care Home 
Tues 9th Dec: 3.15pm  Carol Service at Gable Court Care Home  
Tues 9th Dec: 7.30pm  Prayer for Revival  
Tues 9th Dec: 7.30pm  PCC Meeting in Royal Room 
Wed 10th Dec: 12.00am   MCC 
Fri 12th Dec: 8.00pm  Choir Practice  
Mon 15th Dec: 9.45am  Sparkles 
Mon 15th Dec: 6.30pm  Ignite 
Tues 16th Dec: 10.00am  Sunshine Community Café 
Tues 16th Dec: 7.30pm  Prayer for Revival  
Wed 17th Dec:   12.00   MCC Christmas Lunch 
Wed 17th Dec: 8.00pm  Carol Singing in the Eva Hart 
Fri 19th Dec: 10.00am  Preschool Nativity in church 
 

See previous pages for finish and start dates for church groups and for           
details of all Christmas Services. 

Saint Chad’s Church Office 
The Church Office is open every day except Thursday between 10am and 12 noon, 

for enquiries of any kind.  Pauline Loomes, our Church Administrator,  
can be contacted by:     tel:  020 8597 8076     email:  churchoffice@stchads.church       

website:  www.stchads.church 
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It’s Christmas Time 
 

The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned…………. 

For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
So, we’re sat in Starbucks at Lakeside enjoying a rest from our daughter’s shopping 
extravaganza when our watches tinkle a little tune to say someone’s at our front 
door back home in Chadwell Heath. Who’d have thought it? Technology knows no 
bounds these days – nor do our children. Mrs. Court looks down and the video of 
what’s just happened plays out on her watch face. Amazon are dropping off what 
turns out to be ‘another’ pair of trainers for our son. How many feet has he got? Or 
at least – how many pairs of trainers does he need?  
 
If it’s not trainers, it’s something else. It’s as if our home is an Amazon warehouse - 
we have so many deliveries I’m sure the drivers know us by name, and the parcels 
are nearly all for our kids. Shirts, trousers, bags. A constant stream of ‘Things’. 
Surely, they don’t need any more? Of anything.  
 
When you get to a certain age your imagination runs out of creative ideas for your 
Christmas or birthday list. Surely, we all have what we want, let alone need. I’m 
sure my kids do. And yet here we are at Christmas. And we’ll all go mad again.  
 
 



 A buying frenzy will ensue, and Amazon will have to employ extra ‘Seasonal’ 
staff to process and deliver ‘stuff’ none of us will probably use – but it’s what 
we do. I think it was the Spice Girls who sang, ‘Tell me what you want, what 
you really, really want.’ It’s a great question. What do we really want this 
Christmas? God knows. And that’s not a replacement for ‘I don’t know?’  
 
God really does know. He sees us walking in darkness and he knows we need 
light. He sees the ways of the world with its violence and greed, and he 
knows we need someone who will reign with justice and love. Someone who 
can shoulder the responsibility of government, leading for the people and not 
for themselves. He sees that we need someone to look up to – a Father figure 
who brings wisdom and strength. And most of all he sees we need peace. 
Real peace that comes to us in the middle of the storms of this life.  
 
And literally into the darkness of a cold, clear Bethlehem night, that child was 
born. A Son was given - A Messiah. A Christ. A saviour of the world. That’s 
what we really need. And God knows it.  
 
This year at St. Chad’s we’re thinking of all the people in the nativity story, 
but only because they all lead us to Jesus. The baby in the manger that 
speaks of God’s humility and his desire to ‘be amongst us’. Come and join us. 
Enjoy the presents of course. The turkey and all that goes with it (or nut roast 
if you’re a vegetarian), but don’t lose sight of what you really need in life. It 
won’t be found in your Christmas stocking – it’ll be found in Emmanuel, God 
with us.  
 
Happy Christmas.  
 
Martin 

 
P.S. If you are doing your shopping online this year, remember to use 
Easyfundraising.  Go to Easyfundraising.org to register, select St. Chads 
Church, Chadwell Heath as the cause you wish to support and just start 
shopping.  There are 100’s of online shops that donate a % of what you spend 
to St. Chads.  If you want more information or help to register, speak to 
Pauline. 
 

Chadwell Heath Baptist Church are arranging  Carol Singing in the 
Eva Hart on Wednesday 17th December from 8.00pm.  Please come 
along and join the community, a few members of the Pavilion Brass 
Band and other churches.  It will be a fun evening. 

A huge thank you to everybody who contributed in any way to the 
Christmas  Market.  It was a fantastic event and we welcomed many adults 
and children from church and from the community. The Christmas Café was 
extremely busy, as was Santa in his Grotto, and it was great to welcome 
friends, new and old, with their stalls.  On top of all this, we raised  about 
£1,900.  This was our first Christmas Market using the hall and the church 
and we felt it was a success just needing a few tweaks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everybody who donated to the Christmas Raffle,  and a special 
thanks to Sainsburys Chadwell Heath, Liane’s Hair Salon and ‘One Love’, 
Caribbean Restaurant for their generous donations.   

Shoebox Day, Saturday 15th November was another hugely successful day.  
Upwards of 35 adults and children came to help, not only from church but 
friends of church too.  Denise prepared a lunch for the workers and it was a 
great day, resulting in a fantastic 420 boxes being packed.  I have since 
heard that our boxes are already on their way to Romania and Ukraine.  A 
huge thanks to everybody who got involved and donated throughout the 
year. Also thanks to this team of merry elves for loading the shoeboxes on 
the van .  



Tuesday 2nd December is a day of prayer and fasting. Here are some prayer points: 

• Pray for the world—this fallen world is economically, socially, climatically and 
politically damaged; war-torn, stabbing of our youth. Pray for the NHS, Police 
and Education and for the institutions that are sick and broken. 

• Pray for people who are struggling in their faith. 
• Pray for all those within our church family who are unwell at this time, 

awaiting test results and operations. 
• Pray that Leaders of all Nations would turn to God for Godly counsel. 
• Prayer for refugees , for the Unemployed, homeless and lonely 
• Pray for Support workers and families caring for people with learning 

disabilities  
• Pray for the community of Chadwell Heath 
• Pray for who those who are mourning loved ones  
• Pray that God will bless us so that we can be a blessing to others  
• Continue to pray for the staff team and all our volunteers.  
• Pray for PCC and all the different groups St Chads 
• For the building project, for completion of the front annexe, for funds to be 

forthcoming 
• Pray that God will continue to cover Martin, Christine and Deji and the whole 

church family. 
• Pray for peace in the world at Christmas time 
• Pray for the children that will be receiving our shoeboxes and toys from the 

toy service. 
• For the Church globally during the season of 

Advent. 
• Scriptures for the Advent Season. 
• Isaiah 9:6, Luke 2:7 and 11, John1: 9-10, Psalm 

97 and 98 

Our local food bank is in greater need than ever.  Donations are at an all time low.  
Please prayerfully consider how you can support your community with donations of 
any non perishable foods, toiletries and baby items, including nappies 
of all sizes, 
 

Maybe you could also buy some special Christmas treats for 
those in our community that are having to rely on the food 
banks at the moment. 
 

December 2025 SERVICES 

All Age/Family Church Morning Worship at 10.45 am 

This is a contemporary service, usually with times of worship, prayer and teaching, 
and lasts for about 80-90  minutes.  When it is not All Age Worship (AAW), children 
leave for Junior Church after we have worshipped as a church family for the first 
part of the service. 
 

Sunday 7th December  All Age worship—Shoebox Weekend/Toy Service 
Sunday 14th December  Family Church   
Sunday 21st December  Family Church Nativity  
Sunday 28th December  Family Church (no 9.00am service this week only) 

Mid-week Services (Wednesday 10am)  
Wednesday 3rd  December  Holy Communion  in Royal Room 

Traditional Holy Communion at 9.00 am 
 

This is a Book of Common Prayer (BCP) service every Sunday for those who prefer 
something more traditional and reflective and lasts for 50/60 minutes.   

Christmas Services at SAINT CHAD’S CHURCH,   
Chadwell Heath RM6 6JB 

 
Sunday 30th November:  Advent Service at 3 .00pm  

 
Sunday 7th December: Shoebox and Toy Service at 

10.45am.  Come in your best Christmas Jumper! 
 

Sunday 21st December: Nativity Service at 10.45am 
Carols by Candlelight with Pavilion Brass Band 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies at 6.30pm  
 

Wednesday 24th December: Christingle Service at 
4.00pm 

Late Night Holy Communion at 11.00pm 
Thursday 25th December:   Christmas Day Service 
at 10.45am, followed by communion for those who 

wish to stay 
 



Christmas Closing Dates                       

Sparkles Last session Monday 15th Dec reopens Monday 5th January 2026                                                                 
Ignite Last meeting Monday 15th Dec restarts Monday 5th January 2026                                       
Coffee Shop last coffee shop will be Tuesday 16th December and will re-
open on Tuesday 13th January 2026                                                                                            
MCC last session will be Wednesday 17th December and restarts on 
Wednesday 14th January 20256                                                                                                 
Table Tennis finishes on Wednesday 17th December and restarts on 
Wednesday 7th January 2026                                                                                            
Luminate and Creche last sessions Sunday 14th December (Nativity on the 
21st) and restarts on Sunday 11th January 2026                                                                   
Preschool closes on Friday 19th Dec and reopens on Monday 5th Jan 2026  
Chair Exercise finishes  Tues 16th Dec and restarts 6th Jan 2026                       
Tai Chi finishes Fri 12th Dec and restarts Fri 9th Jan 
2026                                                                                     
Church Office/Hall Bookings: will close at 1.00pm on 
Tuesday 23rd December,  and re-opens Mon 30th Dec 
2025 

Sunday 7th December is our annual Shoebox and Toy Service, where we 
put gifts under the Christmas tree for those in need in Barking and 
Dagenham and other local charities and pray a blessing over the shoeboxes 
and toys as they start their journeys. Please bring your unwrapped gifts to 
place under the tree (must be new please) and please don’t forget the 
teenagers! And, of course, Sunday 7th December is also our Christmas 
Jumper day. Come in your best Christmas outfit and join in the fun. The gifts 
under the tree will be given to a local Women’s Refuge, Richard House 
Children’s Hospice and our local food bank.  If you know of any local charity 
that would be benefit from a few toys, please let me know, as we always 
have plenty. 

How about starting the New Year by volunteering to take an active part in 
church life? We are always looking for volunteers to take part in Sunday  
Services; reading, intercessions and serving refreshments after church.  We 
also need people to learn how to run the vision and sound for services.  If 

you are available during  the week, there are  
always volunteer opportunities—help with 
jobs in the church, MCC, Coffee Shop, 
building maintenance - and we would 
welcome you with open arms!!  Please see 
Pauline, who can let you know where help is 
needed or speak to any of the leadership 
team for more details or to register your 
interest and we’ll put you to work.  No 
qualifications needed, just a servant heart!   

On Saturday 6th December, we will 
be going out on the High Road to 
Carol Sing outside Sainsburys and 
hand out invitations to our         
Christmas Services, along with     

baubles and Christmas 
Tree chocolates.  We 
would love you to come 
and join us, either to sing 

carols or to help hand 
out the invitation cards.  
If you have not been out 
with us before, we will 
pair you up with some-

body who is experienced . 
 

If you are able to donate some 
Christmas Tree chocolates or        
baubles, please bring to church or 
the church office. 

Care Homes Carol       
Services.  On Tuesday 
9th December, we will 
be visiting two Care 

Homes for Carol Services and you are 
very welcome to join us.   
We will visit Willow Court at 2.15 
and Gable Court at 3.15.  If anyone  
would like a lift, please see Kay or 
see her for more details. 


